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Diane’s Desk 

Happy summer greeting! We’ve been enjoying 
some hot, hazy summer days of late but it’s all 
good when you live in Rhode Island where a trip to 
the beach is just a short drive away. But what’s 
with all the rain? Enough already! But I digress, July 
has come to an end for another year and we look 
forward to a fun and busy August.  The resident 
family cookout turned into a cookout eat-in due to 
the inclement weather; all the same it was enjoyed 
by all. Kudos to Sylvain and his staff for providing us 
with a delicious meal and all the fixings. Everyone 
enjoyed Kim and Chris’s performance. They had 
everyone singing and bopping to the music.  It was 
a fun evening. Other highlights from the month 
were a visit from Manny Brando, Don and Dave, 
Joreen Lange, Larry Perlman, and newbie Eric Colin.  
Looking ahead to this month, we have our annual 
trip to Colt State Park on the 8th, Polka Paul will be 
here on the 7th,  J.Slick will be performing, and Kim 
Oakes will be back with us on the 16th.  And many 
other fun things on are the docket.  So check your 
calendar and have some fun with us.  As always, if 
there is something you would like on the calendar 
or you have a suggestion please let us know.  Until 
next time… 
 
I’ll see you in activities. 
 
Diane  
 

 

Celebrating August 
 

8/3 PawSox Game 

8/4 Bake Sale 

8/5 Music w/Hagob 

8/6 Park Place Church 

8/7 Music w/Polka Paul 

8/8 Trip To Colt State Park 

8/11 Birthday Party w/J. Slick 

8/16 Music w/Kim Oakes 

8/22 Music w/Lori & Rich 

8/23 ALZ Walk Benefit 

Breakfast 

8/24 Music w/Gary Leneaus 

8/25 Summer Send Off Social 

8/28 Music w/Ann Watkinson 

8/29 Reverend Shepherd 
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Photos From 
Family Cook Out 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

ALZ Walk 
Benefit Breakfast 

 

     On Wednesday, August 23rd 
from 6:30 – 8:30 am in the Activity 
room, the Dietary Department will 
be hosting a Benefit Breakfast to 
help support Team Holiday as they 
Walk To End ALZ.  Tickets are 
$6.00 per person and should be 
purchased in advance from the 
Activity Department or the front 
office.  This event is open to all 
staff and resident family members 
who may want to join their loved 
ones and support a worthy cause. 
 

Benefit Breakfast Menu 
Scrambled Eggs 
Omelet Station 

Texas Style French Toast 
Home Fries 

Bacon 
Sausage 

Mini Croissant 
Danish 

Fresh Fruit Salad 
Juices, Coffee, & Tea 
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Drinking the Stars 
 

It was on August 4, 1693, 
that a young Benedictine 
monk named Dom Pierre 
Pérignon discovered that  
his batch of wine was filled 
with bubbles. This was the 

undesired byproduct of refermentation. As the 
weather cooled in the fall, fermentable sugars in 
the bottles would go dormant, only to awake in 
the warming weather and begin to referment. It 
was Pérignon’s job as cellar master of his abbey  
in the Champagne region of France, to mind the 
wine cellars and rid the wine of bubbles. Often, 
the pressure would grow so great inside a bottle 
that one would explode, leading to a chain 
reaction of exploding bottles, which could ruin  
an entire cellar. The wine in these explosive 
bottles was dubbed “le vin du diable,” or “the 
devil’s wine.” But after tasting the ruined wine, 
Pérignon exclaimed to his fellow monks, “Come 
quickly! I am drinking the stars!” On that day, 
legend has it, French champagne was born. 
 
Leave it to the English to try and steal the 
French’s thunder. Some contend that in the 17th 
century, 20 years before Pérignon, an English 
doctor named Christopher Merret recorded the 
recipe for a champagne-like beverage in a paper 
presented to the Royal Society. Apparently, 
English cider makers had been purposefully 
adding sugar to their wine, simulating the 
refermentation process, to create sparkling, crisp 
drinks almost identical to the French champagne. 
 
Regardless of history, French champagne and 
the name Dom Pérignon dominate the market. 
Yet many other countries continue to produce 
their own sparkling wines. Italy has Prosecco. 
Spain has Cava. Germany has Sekt. Even 
America has its own sparkling wines. But no  
one is likely to pop a bottle of English Merret  
on New Year’s Eve. The French have made  
sure to protect the name champagne, even 
signing treaties with neighboring countries to 
assure that true champagne can only some  
from the Champagne region of France. So the  
next time you take a sip of the bubbly, think of 
young Dom Pérignon “drinking the stars.” 

 

 
 

Happy 4th Of July 
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Spotlight On… 

                       Gerry Fontaine  
 

Our spotlight this month is shining 
on our dear friend, Gerry Fontaine. 
        Gerry was born in 

Woonsocket, RI in 1935.  He spent his 
summers in a local mansion with his parents 
and two older brothers.  There he read a lot and 
learned how to cook and clean alongside his 
mother. 
       By the time Gerry was 16, he graduated 
from Mount Saint Charles Academy.  Shortly 
after, he met his beautiful future wife, Lorraine, 
at a dance at the YMCA.  He fell head over 
heels in love and asked her father for her hand 
in marriage.  Her father refused because there 
was a war on.  That didn’t stop Gerry, though.  
He had a plan. 
      Gerry entered the war with the Army 
Intelligence Division stationed in Germany and 
was a typist for 18 months.  While in Germany 
he learned to speak fluent French and German.  
He earned himself top secret clearence and 
was in charge of our top secret files. 
     Gerry finnally came home and reunited with 
his love.  They married in 1957 and had two 
boys together. 
     Gerry worked for Cumberland Engineering 
and worked hard to become a machine 
engineer.  He went on to design several 
machines that those in the industry still use 
today.  Gerry also taught Blueprint Design And 
CAD Design at local schools.  He was so 
talented that he and his wife designed their 
Tudor style house together. 
     After 40 years of working, Gerry retired.  Not 
being one to be idle, he and his wife decided to 
give back to the community.  They volunteered 
anywhere they could from changing diapers at 
Hasbro Children’s Hospital to working at church 

functions.  Gerry also kept busy with his 
many hobbies.  He was excellent at chess, 

cooking, ballroom dancing, and designing. 
 
 

 

August Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born between August 1–22  
are Leo’s Lions. Lions are the “kings” of the 
zodiac: dramatic, ambitious, confident, and 
hard to resist. Leos are also generous and 
loyal, putting both their family and friends first. 
Those born between August 23–31 are Virgos. 
Detail-oriented Virgos have a deep sense of 
humanity, a trait that makes them careful, 
tender, and practical. Since all that attention  
to detail is put into the service of others,  
Virgos make perfect humanitarians. 
 

Joseph Passano                        8/1 
Terry Sullivan                             8/2 
Eleanor Dodsworth                    8/3 
Winnie Santos                           8/6 
Pete Mandeville                         8/8 
Elizabeth McDonald                  8/8 
Alberta Rudy                              8/11 
Pauline Toupin                          8/11 
Dorothy Arsenault-Rowe           8/15 
Rose Chopy                               8/16 
Adrienne Seymore                     8/18 

 
A Car Is Born 
 

Toyota didn’t become  
the world’s most successful 
car company overnight. Its 
history began on August 28, 
1937, when the Toyota 

Motor Company split from its parent company, 
the Toyoda Automatic Loom Works. Toyoda  
was founded in 1926 in Japan by Sakichi 
Toyoda, the inventor of a series of manual  
and machine-powered looms. Today, Toyota  
is still in the textile business and manufactures 
sewing machines and looms. However, in 
1929, Sakichi encouraged his son Kiichiro  
to travel to America to investigate the auto 
industry. The Japanese government strongly 
encouraged the Toyoda company to begin 
domestic auto production due to their war with 
China. The venture proved so successful that 
the Toyota Motor Co. was spun off, eventually  
to become the world’s leading car manufacturer.  
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Walk To End ALZ 2017! 
 
   The Alzheimer’s Association’s annual Walk To End Alzheimer’s is 
Saturday, September 23rd at Roger Williams Park and for the 5th 
year in a row the Holiday will have a team walking.   
 
 

 
 

Team Holiday 2016 
Raised Over $5200.00 

 
On August 4th we will be having our first fund raiser, a bake sale, 
and we would appreciate your support.  If you are able, please 
provide baked goods to the Activity Department on August 3rd or 
4th.  We also hope that you will join us on the walk by registering 
with the Alzheimer’s Association and joining Team Holiday. 
 
 
 



 


